
Mission and Grant Focus
The mission of the Doris and Victor Day Foundation is to meet human needs 
in the Quad City Area.

About the Foundation
The Doris and Victor Day Foundation began its operations as a grantmaking 
foundation in 1987 with $10 million that was bequeathed from the estate of 
Doris Dammann Day. The Days loved the community in which they lived and 
where their business, Bear Manufacturing, was headquartered and grew to 
become a leader in automotive safety.  They established the Foundation for 
the betterment of their community. It was Doris Dammann Day’s hope that 
Rock Island would “be a better place” for future generations. 

The Foundation believes it should be accessible to the community and offers 
the service of its Program Officer and Executive Director to consult with any-
one considering a grant application or in need of advice, as long as the office 
is contacted prior to the application deadline.  

Program Interests
The Directors of the Foundation are committed to a policy of flexibility and 
do not want to establish rigid regulations that limit the creative ability to 
meet needs as they arise in the community. That being said, there are a few 
guidelines that the Foundation follows:

Grants for program, operating and capital expenses that focus in the 
areas of:
• Direct services, in the areas of health, education, youth development, 

community development, culture and basic human need.
• Organizations or projects that are working to reduce poverty and

injustice and promote democratic values, free expression and human 
achievement.

Geographical Focus
While there is no geographical restriction of the physical location of a 
qualified organization, grant proposals are restricted to proposals that serve 
the people of Rock Island County and Scott County of the Quad Cities. 

Grant Restrictions
The Foundation only makes grants to charitable organizations that have been 
recognized by the IRS as being described in Section 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) 
or 509(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.  

The Foundation does not award the following type of grants:
• Grants to individuals.
• Individual scholarships (undergraduate/graduate). 
• Religious organizations applying for programs that are sectarian. 
• Organizations that discriminate by not practicing or supporting full

equality.
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How to Apply

Download documents at
www.dayfoundation.org. 

Proposal Narrative Guidelines
The Proposal Narrative is limited to one page only. The Proposal Narrative 
is an opportunity for applicants to share a more detailed description of the 
grant request to the Board of Directors.

The following outline serves as a guide to help you describe your grant 
request. It is up to the applicant’s discretion as to what information to 
include.
       Organization information
     Summary of organization’s history
     Description of the organization’s current programs, activities, number 
       served annually, and accomplishments

Proposed Project or Program Description
       What are the community needs or problems to be addressed by this    
       grant request (project or organization)? Why is this issue important?
       Who will be served by this grant (describe) and how many will be 
       served?

 What are your project goals? (Operating or capital requests - What are                
       your agency’s major goals?)
       What are the organization’s most significant interactions with other 
       organizations and efforts?  For project requests, address this question      
       with respect to that project only. (e.g., who are the other partners, what  
       is your past experience collaborating with this organization, what are 
       their roles in this project, and what is their expertise?)
       What other agencies or projects are doing similar work and how are 
       you different?

1. Applicants are to review the instructions carefully and submit all required 
information. In some cases, missing information will result in a denied 
application.

Complete the Cover Page
Application.

2.

Complete the One Page 
Proposal Narrative.

3.

The Cover Page Application provides the Foundation with basic information 
about the organization and its grant request.



Required Financial Statements 
A copy of financial statements are required for all proposals. Please submit 
the following with your application cover sheet and proposal narrative:
 Your organization’s current operating budget
 The project’s budget (if applicable)
 Your organization’s most recent income and expense report
 Your organization’s most recent balance sheet

Please do not send any additional financial documents, such as audits or 
990’s.

The Proposal Checklist is provided as a resource to you in the preparation 
of your application submission and as an aid to Foundation staff in 
reviewing your proposal.
 Signed Cover Page Application

Proposal Narrative 
 Submission Requirements
 Organization’s current year operating budget,
 The project’s budget (if applicable)
 Organization’s most recent income and expense report, and
 Organization’s most recent balance sheet. 

Please submit one un-stapled copy by mail; electronic submissions 
will not be accepted. Do not send applications in binders or folders 
or include videotapes, audiotapes, CDs or DVDs.

Submit application to:
Doris and Victor Day Foundation
1800 Third Avenue, Suite 302
Rock Island, IL  61201

The deadline for all applications is May 1, 2017  
Decisions are made prior to the Labor Day

Provide copies of the
required financial 

documents.

4.

Review the Proposal
Checklist.

5.

Submit your proposal!

6.

If you have any questions about the application process and requirements, please contact the office at 
309-788-2300 or email dave@dayfoundation.org. A staff member may contact an applicant after the deadline for 
further information as it relates to a request. If no further information is requested, it does not mean that a grant 
application is denied. 

The Foundation Staff is available by telephone or email to any interested applicants. 

David Geenen, Executive Director
dave@dayfoundation.org
309-788-2300 




